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Schools have
names, but no
firm funding plan

Ron Schaming m News Editor

The Hardin County Board
of Education has named the
two new schools now under
construction, but a county
funding shortfall threatens
to leave one a monumental
embarrassment to local gov-
ernment.

The 550-student facility go-
ing up near Walmart on the
Roach property is now North-
side Elementary.

The nearly identical school
rising on the former sod farm
off FlorenceRoad is Southeast
Hardin Elementary.

According to county Direc-
tor of Schools John Thomas,
all construction for the latter
is on schedule and progress-
ing well. Southeast Hardin
is expected to open in the fall
of 2010, and renovations to
existing schools completed by
that time.

However, “Northside El-
ementary will hopefully open
a year later in fall of 2011, if
funding is found. The board
also told Inman Construction
to get Northside Elementary
‘inthedry,’” meaning the roof,
windowsand all exterior doors
will be installed, he said. “We
will now wait for the other $7
million to complete North-
side.”

Instead of trimming the
underfunded construction
project, local school officials
elected to proceed as origi-
nally planned, raising the
possibility Northside will not
be completed.

Thomas said Tuesday that
although he is not involved
in negotiations between the
county and Savannah on the
funding issue, “I'm hearing
rumors the two governments
are talking.”

However, neither side dem-
onstratedmuch of athaw when

contacted by The Courier.

County Mayor Kevin Davis
continues to maintain that in
allocating $30 million for the
county’s nearly $37 million
project, Hardin County has
done all it can financially
and that the ball is now in the
city’s court.

The county is funding the
project with local option sales
taxproceedsandhasnotraised
property taxes.

“I’'m still hoping there will
be no delay” in the opening of
Northside, Davis said.

Savannah City Manager
Garry Welch says the best
opportunity for fully funding
the county’sresponsibility for
education involves a change
in the city’s Tennessee River
Resort District Act status
that would funnel more state
money to the county.

But doing so will require
an act of the already cash-
strapped Tennessee legisla-
ture and is not likely to be a
quick fix.

“That’s the most obvious
solution to the problem,”
Welch said.

Asked why a state legisla-
ture caught in a budget crisis
would want to spend more
money on Hardin County, he
said, “Something’s doneevery
year to help somebody.”

Assuming Northside El-
ementary does not open next
fall as originally planned, a
leadership team of school
administrators is examining
where to draw zoning lines to
determine which of the five
existing elementary schools
planned for closure will re-
main open.

Thomassaidclosing Whites,
Walnut Grove, Nixon and
Walker elementary schools
and leaving open North El-
ementary in Savannah would
provide the greatest cost sav-
ings.

THE COURIER, Savannah, Tennessee
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il Certifirate

Thursday, December 17, 2009

For youn gift cendificate
call Romona at

607-9660

or come by

407 Main Street Romona Mc:C.;s.llil-'\-
731-926-4024 Casteel

Savannah
Bowling Center
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=2 = 320 Malcomb St.

K’Savannah

925-7177

Downtown Savannah ¢ 925-2883

]udy’s

Cut & Style

855 Pickwick St.
Savannah

925-7412

MOLLIE MONDAY’S

TR
oy Y
BuffetsielVeekendsSpecial:

275 Eureka St. * Savannah
925-9334

Pet's Cove

60 Brazelton St. Unit 7

Savannah, TN

(located in
Savannah
Commons)

926-8555

470 Wayne Road ¢ Savannah

925-5586

‘ Soothe Your Muscles,
n Mind and Christmas List

with these great specials...
PACKAGES

2-Yhr massages$50
1 - hr massage $75

and Facial

4-% massages$1 00

Buy 2 - 1hr
- Massages
f " | Get ' hrfor #15
: total - #115
Buy 2 - Hot Stones
Get 2 hr for #15
total - #145
Therapeutic

Massage

925-6872

569 Cherry St. ® Savannah

Sandy Frazier & Angie Spears

from Solar Tint!
Give the gift
that keeps on giving

Come by or cal/
for an appointment

25 High Street -
925-1617 |

455 Wayne Road
Savannah

925-5499

Michael's

Furnishings

& Design

405 Main St.
Downtown
Savannah

925-6407

. 2010 Nissan Rogue S
360° Package
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*500 OFF |

when you cut this tag out
—_—— v | and present it at time
of vehicle purchase
from Jones Nissan

* : 2009 lesan Cube 1.85

AutoNPWAPISCDRKEyIESS]EntryA
E.‘JI[I]]]]I[[I]]]W]HJBD Backup]Cameral

360°

2010 Nissan Titan
Stock(#16657 ng Cab 4x2

Auto’ V-8 CD
MSRP)$22/250

>20,956

Over
$7,800
OFF
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%PW‘PL CD Alum. Wheels‘-’-Sharp

2009
Stock #15851 gﬁ

Auto¥Sunroof JCDARWARIMKeylesslEntryAirailerTow
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2010 Nissan Armada

Platinum Edition

Stock #16436

‘1.}

Nawgation:iSunm.of, DVD?
2nd|Row/Buckets’;LOADED!

MSRP/$51

541250

aro

$10,000
OFF

* All prices include all factory rebates. Payments based on 72 months 5.99% w.a.c. $0 down, TN taxes included in payment, $289 CSF included in payment. Must present tag to receive $500 off with vehicle purchase.

JONES NISSAN

1260 Wayne Road Savannah, TN 38372

731-925-0367
866-874-0906

We are always looking for the right people to join our team.
Apply in person only.

WWW.jEI nesmotorcom pany.com




